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CHAIRMAN’S 
INITIALS

DARTFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE COUNCIL

MINUTES of the proceedings of the meeting of the General Assembly of the Council 
held on Monday 20 March 2017.

PRESENT:

The Mayor Councillor J Burrell
The Deputy Mayor Councillor R M Currans

Councillor Mrs A D Allen, MBE
Councillor I D Armitt JP
Councillor A Bardoe
Councillor S H Brown
Councillor L A Canham
Councillor P F Coleman
Councillor P Cutler
Councillor M J Davis
Councillor B Garden
Councillor D A Hammock
Councillor J A Hayes
Councillor J S Hawkes
Councillor D E Hunnisett
Councillor S R Jarnell
Councillor J Jones
Councillor Dr B K Kaini
Councillor K M Kelly
Councillor M B Kelly
Councillor P Kelly
Councillor J A Kite, MBE

Councillor E J Lampkin
Councillor R Lees
Councillor A R Lloyd
Councillor M A Maddison
Councillor T A Maddison
Councillor C S McLean
Councillor D J Mote
Councillor J M Ozog
Councillor Mrs J A Ozog
Councillor D Page
Councillor R S L Perfitt
Councillor M I Peters
Councillor B E Read
Councillor D J Reynolds
Councillor L J Reynolds
Councillor A S Sandhu, MBE
Councillor C J Shippam
Councillor Mrs R F Storey
Councillor D Swinerd
Councillor Mrs P A Thurlow
Councillor R J Wells

ABSENT:

Councillor Mrs R L Shanks

74. PRAYERS: REVEREND KENNETH CLARK 

The Mayor’s Chaplain led the Council in prayer. Special mention was made of 
Honary Alderman Terry Smith, who had recently passed away, and of his 
family.

75. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Mrs Shanks.
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76. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interests.

77. MINUTES 

It was moved by Councillor J A Kite and seconded by Councillor C J Shippam 
and 

RESOLVED:

That the minutes of the meetings of the General Assembly of the Council held 
on 12 December 2016 and 27 February 2017 be confirmed as accurate 
records.

78. HONORARY ALDERMAN TERRY SMITH 

Councillor Coleman paid tribute to Alderman Terry Smith who had sadly 
passed away on 8th March. He spoke of the great friendship between their 
two families, their association through the Church and their many years of 
service together on the Council. Alderman Smith had been very 
knowledgeable, personable and effective and brought the authority of his role 
as a Head Teacher into his work as a Councillor. Councillor Coleman outlined 
the help that Alderman Smith had given him when he first joined the Council 
and the many years of friendship they had during their service to the Council. 
Councillor Coleman said that Terry Smith was a great patron and servant to 
Dartford and that he would be sorely missed by friends and family.

Councillor Pat Kelly said that Alderman Smith had been a big man not only in 
stature but also in terms of his service to the community as a Councillor, a 
Head Teacher and as a Eucharist Minister at St Anselm’s. He recalled the 
help and advice given by Terry Smith when he had first stood for election in 
Heath Ward, and his encouragement to stand again when this bid for office 
was unsuccessful. Finally he recalled the great generosity and kindness of 
Terry Smith, his decency, honesty and great service to Dartford.    

Councillor Kite also commented on the great kindness shown to him by 
Alderman Smith when he first joined the Council. He had been an effective 
mentor providing timely advice and sharing his experiences. He had been a 
“class act” and nowhere was this more self-evident than during his 
chairmanship of the Development Control Board. Terry Smith had been 
authoritative but also kind and it had been fitting that his service to Dartford 
was recognised by the conferment of the Honorary Aldermanship in 2012, a 
very rare honour. He said that he would miss Alderman Smith terribly and that 
his thoughts were with his widow, Peggy, and the family.

Councillor Allen described Alderman Smith as a pillar of the community 
through his work in the church, in Education and through the Council. His late 
son, Bernard, had followed in his footsteps, and this had been a matter of 
great pride.
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Councillor Thurlow also described a gentle man who was generous with his 
time, kind and knowledgeable. It had been a privilege to work alongside him in 
representing Heath Ward and to call him friend, a true Dartfordian.

Councillor Sandhu paid tribute to Terry Smith’s work across local 
communities, to his clear and knowledgeable advice and concern to do the 
right thing. Councillor Perfitt commented on the way that Alderman Smith ran 
the Development Control Board and his ability to put matters into perspective. 
He said that he was a true gentleman.         

Councillors Lloyd and Read described Alderman Smith’s kindness and 
example in providing advice and highlighted the mark that he had left on the 
entire borough of Dartford to the benefit of the community. Councillor 
Hammock commented on his sense of humour and his standing within the 
community.

Councillor Hawkes said that although he had not known Alderman Smith 
personally he had been struck by the tributes paid to him and it was clear that 
he had a great impact on those around him and particularly on new 
Councillors across all parties. It was important that all Members should 
support each other in doing their best to work for their constituents.

Councillor Tom Maddison described Terry Smith as a man of principle, who 
stood up for what he thought was right and did his best for the people of 
Dartford. He had been an excellent Chairman of the Development Control 
Board, and on a personal note, had been an excellent teacher to Councillor 
Maddison’s second son.

In conclusion the Mayor thanked Members for their recollections which he had 
found significant and moving. He added his own condolences to Alderman 
Smith’s family.

It was moved by Councillor J A Kite and seconded by Councillor C J Shippam 
and 

RESOLVED:

That the Council notes with great regret the death of Honorary Alderman 
Terry Smith and sends its condolences and best wishes to Alderman Smith’s 
widow and family. 
    

79. MAYOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor encouraged Members to support his forthcoming Charity events 
and in particular the “Live at the Pavilion” show at Stone Pavilion on 25th 
March, the Curry Night on 7th  April and the Charity Banquet on 19th  April. He 
invited Members to follow his activity more fully by visiting the Major of 
Dartford’s facebook page.     
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80. LEADER'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Leader of the Council made the following announcements:

 Hill View Housing Development

The Leader of the Council welcomed the completion of the first new Council 
houses to be built in the Borough for 40 years. The Council was now in 
possession of the properties and families would be moving in within the next 
couple of weeks.

 Lower Thames River Crossing

The Leader of the Council stated that a decision was expected from the 
Government, imminently, on the location for the new Lower Thames River 
Crossing. He drew attention to the huge effort put in by the Council to ensure 
that the right decision would be made for Dartford and its communities and 
thanked Members and officers for their work. He noted that the response to 
the public consultation had been the largest in history which reflected the 
importance of the decision.   

81. QUESTIONS FROM POLITICAL GROUP LEADERS 

The following three questions were submitted by the Shadow Leader of the 
Council:
Question 1 
“The government have confirmed that housing benefit is to be axed for 18-21 
year olds. What plans has this authority made to mitigate the impact these 
cuts will have on young people in our Borough?” 

Question 2
“Dartford Churches Winter Shelter have reported a 100% increase in rough 
sleepers using their shelters this winter. Does the Leader now accept it was a 
mistake to freeze the homelessness prevention budget in last month’s 
Dartford Borough Council annual budget?”

Question 3
“Can the Leader inform the Council what discussions have taken place 
between this authority and DEFRA regarding air quality in Dartford?”

In accordance with Standing Order 14 the questions and answers, including a 
supplementary question and answer in each case, are recorded in a book 
kept for this purpose in the Members’ area.

82. MOTIONS 

There were no motions.

83. URGENT ITEMS 

There were no urgent items.
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84. COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE 

It was moved by Councillor J Burrell, seconded by Councillor J A Kite and

RESOLVED:

That in accordance with Standing Order 11 (13) the General Assembly of the 
Council go into Committee and the rules of Procedures for Committees do 
apply.

THE LEADER, COUNCILLOR J A KITE MBE, IN THE CHAIR

85. REFERENCE FROM THE LICENSING COMMITTEE ON 14 MARCH 2017 - 
REVIEW OF HACKNEY CARRIAGE BYE LAWS AND INFORMAL 
CONSULTATION RESPONSE 

The General Assembly of the Council considered a reference from the 
Licensing Committee which had met on 14 March 2017 to consider the 
response from the Hackney Carriage trade on proposed new draft Hackney 
Carriage byelaws. The Committee had recommended that the General 
Assembly of the Council should approve the draft Hackney Carriage Byelaws 
in principle so that formal consultation could begin with the Department for 
Transport.

A Member asked whether a late response to the proposed draft byelaws could 
be considered by the Council but was advised that, because the Licensing 
Committee was a quasi-judicial body and had made its recommendations, it 
would be improper for the General Assembly of the Council to consider the 
late response. Members were also advised that the late response had been 
reported to the Licensing Committee but that it had considered that the item 
added nothing that had not already been covered. The respondent would also 
be able to participate in the next round of consultation if they so wished.

RESOLVED:

1. That the General Assembly of the Council agrees in principle to the 
making of new Hackney Carriage Byelaws, as set out in draft, at 
Appendix B to the report to the Licensing Committee.

2. That formal consultation be undertaken with the Department for Transport 
on the draft Hackney Carriage Byelaws.

3. That, at the relevant stage in the process, the Strategic Director (External 
Services) be authorised to publish the Council’s intention to apply to the 
Department for Transport for confirmation of the draft Hackney Carriage 
Byelaws.
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86. SPECIAL URGENCY DECISION 

The General Assembly of the Council received a report on action taken by the 
Cabinet under Special Urgency arrangements to reach agreement with the 
Education Funding Agency for the disposal of 15 acres of land at Stone Lodge 
for a new 8 form entry secondary school at less than the best consideration.

RESOLVED:

That the report be noted. 

87. RE-CONVENING OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE COUNCIL 

It was moved by Councillor J A Kite, seconded by Councillor C J Shippam and

RESOLVED:

That in accordance with Standing Order 11 (14) the General Assembly of the 
Council now re-convene.

THE MAYOR, COUNCILLOR J BURRELL IN THE CHAIR

88. RESERVED MINUTES 

No Cabinet minutes were reserved for debate.

The meeting closed at 7.59 pm

MAYOR


